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Humble Submission 


During my visits to different places for Satsanga 
and Spiritual Discourses, many people ask me variety 
of questions about Guru and they get satisfied also 
from the replies given to them. A number of them 
insisted that a book may be published on this subject 
so that various enquiries and doubts existing in the 
minds of people may be cleared. This book has 
been written with this objective only. 


Some people who do not try to understand my 
thoughts deeply on this subject, generally make 
comments that I criticize and condemn the concept 
of Guru. This is totally wrong. I never criticize a 
Guru but I do condemn the fraudulent Gurus. 
Nobody can ever condemn a Guru. I myself have 
been blessed with the grace of Gurus and I hold 
Gurus with utmost regard and respect. I have also 
been benefited from Gurus, but those who befool 
people under the pretext of being Gurus do not 
deserve any respect. Such frauds must be discarded. 


In the present times, it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to get a real Guru. Superficiality and fraud 
are on constant rise day by day. Therefore, the 
scriptures have forewarned people to be cautious 
about the false and fraudulent Gurus in the times of 
Kaliyuga. This book has been written for guidance 
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of the genuine seekers who are keen to attain 
salvation. Earlier another book ‘Sacca Guru Kauna’? 
(a= Tẹ 44?) has been published in Hindi. 


In this book, certain verses from Guru-Gita have 
been quoted to substantiate the main subject. But in 
spite of best efforts we have not been able to trace 
the actual origin of Guru-Gita and its author. At the 
end of Guru-Gita it is mentioned that it has been 
taken from Skandapurana but no reference has been 
found of this text in any version of the Skandapurana. 
Even difference of opinion has been noticed in the 
various versions of Guru-Gita published from different 
places. If any scholar has any relevant information 
about it, he should please contact us. 


Readers are requested to read this book carefully 
and get themselves devoted to God with sincere 
dedication. Instead of becoming a follower of a 
particular person, they should follow the path of 
Ultimate and Eternal Truth. 


—Swami Ramsukhdas 
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Is Salvation Not Possible 
without a Guru? 


Who can be a Guru?— 


The one, under whose guidance, we visualise the 
light of knowledge and who helps us to eliminate the 
darkness of ignorance—be it in any subject, that 
person is called our Guru (Spiritual Guide). For 
instance, the one who shows us the way, when we 
seek it, is our Guru, whether we accept it or not. We 
do not need to have a bondage with that person. 
During a wedding the Pandit gets the bride married 
to the bridegroom and they are bound to each other 
for a lifetime, the wife becomes exclusively devoted 
to her husband. After this, that Pandit is not even 
remembered and it is not even insisted in the Scriptures 
to do so. Guru’s work is done, once he links us to 
God. It means that the Guru helps the human being 
to be in front of God and not to put the being before 
himself or make a relation with him. Likewise, our 
duty is to be one with God and not to relate 
ourselves to a Guru. For instance, there are many 
relationships in the world, like father, mother, son, 
wife, nephew etc., it’s no way different to form 
another one with Guru. So, with the already formed 
several relationships, there’s yet another one formed 
with the Guru. Our relationship with God is eternal 
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and natural, because we are eternal part of God— 
“aai stas saya: am: '' (Gita 15/7), “hay sa vita 
afam" (Manasa, Uttara. 117/1). The Guru makes us 
recall that forgotten relationship and not to form a 
new one. 


I often ask, who comes first—the son or the 
father? The answer that usually is, that the father 
comes first. But, in reality, if you see, it’s the son 
first, and then the father, because the name ‘father’ 
comes only when there is a son. First, he is a 
husband and when he has a son, then he is called 
a father. Likewise, when the disciple is enlightened 
with the knowledge of truth, that’s when the guide 
is called a Guru. Before acquiring this knowledge 
by the disciple, there is no Guru. That’s why it 
is said— 


(Gurugita) 

It means, ‘7,’ is darkness and ‘®¥' is light, so one 

who removes the darkness of ignorance is called a 
Guru. 


There is a well-known couplet about a Guru— 


Te Whee as us, fet art an 

akei yela at, wife feat aaa N 

Guru is accepted with reverence, only when he 
puts the disciple in front of God. It is purely 
deception to become a Guru without showing the 
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way to reach and know God. One cannot be called 
a Guru till one can acquire the qualities of a Guru. 
That’s why, there’s no glory of a Guru on it’s own. 
His glory is realized only when God is standing 
along with him, for us to see and feel ‘ye mfz 
Qs GS’ viz., the one who helps us to realize God. 


The real Guru is the one who wants his disciple 
to attain salvation and works for his welfare 
(salvation), and the real disciple is the one who is 
devoted to his Guru— 


at a Theat fe fearaesr 
freq ml a Wun wa 
(Prasnottarl 7J 
If the Guru is a realized soul and the disciple 
acts upon his directions with true feelings, 
undoubtedly, the disciple would attain salvation. 


Una aw Wor feat, acter wet cer! 

& A fro ure set, & ara wer faster 

If the philosopher’s stone (4aRa-Hf) cannot 
convert iron into gold by its mere touch, it means 
either the stone is not real or the iron is not real 
or there is some duplicity in between. In the same 
way, if the disciple is not enlightened with the 
knowledge of real truth, it means the Guru must 
not be enlightened or the disciple must not be 
faithful or there is some insincerity between the two. 


The Real Guru 


The real Guru is the one who is only concerned 
about the welfare (salvation) of his disciple. How can 
a person be our Guru if he does not have the feeling 
of our welfare in his heart? So, the real Guru is the 
one who wishes our upliftment—whether we accept 
him as a Guru or not and also if he agrees to become 
our Guru or not. He does not have the desire that 
he should become a Guru or the others accept him 
as a Guru or they become his disciples. The one, 
who wants to acquire wealth, is the slave of wealth. 
Similarly, the one, who wishes to have a disciple, 
becomes the slave of the disciple. If a person wishes 
to become a Guru, he can never lead others to 
salvation. The one, who wants money from the 
disciple, is not a Guru, but is the slave of the disciple 
and, in actuality, he becomes disciple of the disciple. 
The reason is that the disciple possesses money and 
so money is the disciple of that disciple, and the 
disciple of the money is the Guru, so the Guru is 
the disciple of the disciple. Think about it—could 
anyone be your Guru if he desires anything from 
you? No, he cannot be. Whoever wants money, 
respect, praise from you, is indeed your disciple, not 
your Guru. A true saint does not crave for the world 
but the world has a dire need for him. And the one 
who does not wish to have anything is the real Guru. 
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watt wrt wa aS, at wa at ara 

Wt oT at strat HY, a Tat We ae ara 

The true saints and sages do not have any interest 
in becoming a Guru but they are keen for the 
salvation of the world. They have a natural and 
genuine desire for the spiritual progress of the world. 
I have also been looking for good saints and sages 
and been able to find a few of them, but, they never 
desired that if I became their disciple, I would be 
blessed. Only the person, who desires to become a 
Guru publicizes that its essential to have a Guru, that 
there is no liberation without a Guru etc. 


There is no such provision that only a living- 
person can become a Guru. Śrī Sukadevaji Maharaja 
was there thousands of years ago, but he gave 
initiation to Caranadasaji Maharaja. The Guru himself 
gives initiation to a true disciple, because if the 
disciple is sincere, he doesn’t need to search for a 
Guru, he on its own gets him. A person with real 
devotion gets a realized saint. 


Aa & ate ax wer wag! at ate frog a HE Wee 

(Manasa. Bal. 259/3) 

People seek a Guru, but the real Guru tries to 
find a disciple. The real Gurus have a strong 
compassion inside them. For e.g., in this world the 
mother is held in highest regard, she is the child’s 
first preceptor, she gives birth to a child, feeds him, 
the child plays on her lap, she upbrings him. Without 
the mother’s presence, all this is not possible. The 
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mother has lived without the children for many years 
and it was in no way a hindrance for her to live. 
But still her fondness towards her child is so intense 
that she would remain hungry but would make sure 
that the child doesn’t stay hungry. She would face 
hardships to upbring her child. Such is the nature 
of a real Guru as well. Whenever he accepts anyone 
as his disciple, he conduces him to attain salvation. 
He has the capability to lead the disciple to salvation. 
I myself have witnessed such instances. 


I tell you a story. There was a saint. He didn’t 
accept anyone to be his disciple, but treated him as 
a friend. Once, a friend of his was suffering from 
a very serious illness, and he got scared. He was 
not even cured by the best of medicines and 
treatment. The saint asked his friend to pass on his 
illness to him, but the friend thought—how could he 
do that? The saint once again told him that when 
he asks him again, he should not refuse and not put 
any hindrance; rather he asked him to pass on half 
of his illness to him. The friend agreed, the saint 
shared half of his illness. Surprisingly, thereafter, he 
was cured of the whole of his illness. Such competent 
souls can only become Gurus. In spite of this 
capability, that saint didn’t accept anyone as a 
disciple during his lifetime. 

After making a Guru, a disciple is made to feel 
that Guru’s status is higher than even God’s. As a 
result of this, the disciple starts worshipping the 
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Guru, singing his prayers and ignores God. Actually 
speaking, it is a blunder, it leads one to hell. A true 
saint, when realizes that his disciples are giving him 
more importance than God, he decides not to make 
any more disciples for his lifetime, because the 
disciples get attached to the Guru and fail to become 
one with God. If with a true Guru’s company, people 
feel more devoted towards God, then it is desirable 
but if they develop bondage with the Guru, it would 
be disastrous. The so-called Gurus who want to 
attract the disciples towards themselves are frauds 
and thugs and not sincere Gurus. The real Guru is 
one who links the disciple to God. For our well 
being, there is none other well-wisher than God, be 
it our Guru, or father or mother or any other relation. 
sar wa aa fea wet mi E faq mg ae wy N 
(Manasa. Kis. 12/1) 
Only the imposter’s work is to get people 
worship them and not God. The people who are 
keen to make disciples, the ones who have greed 
for money, property, praise, respect etc., and those 
who want to spread their fame—for such people it 
is a far fetched affair to lead others to salvation, they 
can’t attain salvation even themselves. 


fora ma ad fad at ata, WH aa at A WA? 

These people bring misery to all beings, in the 
same way as the fraud hermit brought to King 
Pratapabhanu (vide Manasa, Bala, 153—175). 
Company of these saints who always have strong 
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feelings for welfare (salvation) of others, and don't 
have any other selfish fecling in their hearts, leads 
people to salvation. The ones who are selfless and 
without any desires can only help others to become 
free from desires. People who are interested in 
fulfilling their own desires can only cheat others, 
they can’t lead others to salvation. 

It is a principle that those who make other people 
weak are themselves weak inside and those who 
make other people capable are also capable 
themselves. The real Gurus can help others to 
become Gurus and those who wish to make disciples 
are incapable themselves. 

God is always the greatest of all, therefore He 
does not consider or make anyone smaller to him. 
Those who totally surrender to Him, become great 
as well. He makes them equal to Himself, makes 
them His friend and not disciples. For instance, 
Nisadaraja was a true (perfect) devotee, Vibhisana 
was a striver and Sugriva was a pleasure-seeking 
person, but for Lord Rama—all were equal and He 
considered all of them His friends. Arjuna accepted 
himself as the disciple of the Lord— 

Ak mèr wt wat woay’ 

(Gita IL.7Y 

But the Lord treats himself as a friend. He does 

not consider Himself a Guru. 
‘gprsfa’ (Gita XVIII.64) 


‘artsa À nar Ufa’ (Gita IV.3) 
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In the Vedas also, it is provided that God is a 
friend to all of human beings— 
BI quot wast warn wart gat ia mA 
(Mundaka. III.1.1, SvetaSvatara. IV.6) 
‘The individual soul and the Supreme Soul, like 
the two birds in a tree, always stay together, share 
a mutual friendship and take shelter in the body.’ 


The one who is great regards other as great too 
and similarly one who thinks, others are lowly and 
small, oneself becomes so. And the one who is great 
in reality doesn’t even feel shy or ashamed of being 
small. 


In the epic Mahabharata, amidst the group of 
Ksatriyas and warriors, Lord Krsna opted to become 
a charioteer and when Arjuna asked Him to place 
his chariot in the middle of the two army groups, 
he accepted his commands as a disciple. When the 
Pandavas organized ‘Yajfia’ the sacrificial ceremony, 
first and foremost, they worshipped Lord Krsna. But 
in that ceremony the Lord Himself picked up the 
used plates of the Brahmins after meals. Krsna never 
felt embarrassed of doing such small jobs. The 
people who are actually small are only scared and 
ashamed of being so and are worried that others may 
not know about their being lowly and degrade them. 


— Oa 


* gÀ ae wart EÀ eats a aati 


(Srimad Bhag. XI.11.6) 


The Glory of a Guru 


In fact there is no one who can describe the 
greatness (glory) of a Guru. In the spiritual texts, 
reverence for a Guru has been mentioned, as he is 
considered more important than even God. But this 
importance is for his truthfulness and not for his 
vanity, hypocrisy or wickedness, which is on a 
increase now a days. It is very difficult to judge who 
is good, who is bad, who is wrong, who is right. 
The evil which appears as an evil is easy to remove, 
but the evils (wrongs) that appear in disguise of 
virtues are very difficult to eradicate. Ravana, the 
fraud hermit and Kalanemi impersonated themselves 
as mendicants in front of Sita, Raja Pratapabhanu and 
Hanuman respectively, so they didn’t realize the 
ambiguity and fell in their trap. Now a days, the 
way the disciples are devoted to their Gurus, the 
Gurus are not worth it. This is the reason that Sethaj1 
Jayadayalajt Goyandaka used to say, “We don’t have 
reverence for the Gurus of today but appreciate their 
disciples instead, as the devotion of the disciples 
towards their Gurus is very respectful.” 

Even the importance of Gurus as mentioned in 
the scriptures does not deserve to be spread in 
today’s times, as now a days, for their self-interest 
and greed, the imposters disguise themselves as saints 
and Gurus. The Kaliyuga also helps in this, as it 
goes hand in hand with the evil of unrighteousness— 
‘afernenfaac’—(Padmapurana, Uttara. 193/31). 


Truthfully, the greatness of a Guru is to be 
accepted from within and not for spreading or 
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publicizing. Those, who talk about Guru's importance 
and publicize books on necessity of a Guru, prove 
that they desire to become Gurus themselves and so 
in that case, they can’t do anything for the welfare 
of others. That is why I am not against a Guru but 
l am opposed to hypocrisy of Gurus and their 
ostentation. Nobody can negate a true Guru. 


The Guru is glorified from the view-point of a 
disciple rather that from the view-point of the Guru 
(preceptor or spiritual guide). The Guru has a 
particular way of looking at things, the disciple has 
his own angle and a third person has his own 
opinions, but the greatness of a Guru is measured 
from the disciple’s point of view. The Guru believes 
that he has been in the background and does not 
deserve any credit, he has just shifted the disciple’s 
point of view towards an obvious and real truth. The 
Guru feels that he has just helped the disciple to be 
aware of the true nature of his self and not 
contributed anything in anyway. On the other hand, 
the disciple feels that the Guru has given him all 
his wisdom and whatever good has happened to him 
is because of the kindness of the Guru. The third 
person’s opinion is that the disciple has achieved 
enlightenment because of his own devotion. 

The real Guru is the one who links us to God 
and enables us to realize God. But the one, who 
just talks about it, but does not lead us to God- 
realization, is indeed not a Guru. The glory given 
to such a Guru is artificial and is just to cheat people. 


— ea 


Guru’s Grace 


Guru's grace or the grace of an ascetic has 4 
special significance, Due to God's grace, a living 
being is possessed by a human form, and because 
of the grace of a Guru, he realizes God, Generally 
people believe that if they accept somebody as their 
Guru, the Guru would shower his blessings on 
them, but it is not really so, Everyone takes care 
of his/her children, even the animals take care of 
theirs. But the grace (kindness) of a sage is 
exceptional, It is not the concern of the ascetic, 
whether people become his disciples or not or 
whether they Jove him or go against him, When 
the ascetic is moved, looking at their humble and 
distressed state they are automatically blessed by his 
grace, There is a difference between Krpa and 
Daya, viz., grace and compassion, grace is 
accompanied with a sense of command, compassion 
depicts soft feelings. In compassion there is no 
command as such, only the heart gets diluted. A 
Jisciple’s mission is achieved when Guru’s heart 
gets diluted, Jagai-Madhai were two notorious sinful 
persons and used to bear malice against saints, but 
still Caitanya Mahaprabhu humbly reformed them 
and helped them in achieving salvation. 
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The saint is compassionate to everyone, but only 
the inquisitive aspirant who is genuinely keen to 
know the essence of Almighty, can be benefited 
with that kindness. In reality, the one who is 
devoted towards his goal with thirst to know the 
true nature of the Supreme Soul—he can only 
receive that kindness the most. The person, who is 
truly inquisitive, receives blessings of a saint or a 
Guru in the same way just as a thirsty person 
receives water. There remains nothing more to 
know, once a Guru bestows his kindness but such 
real Gurus are rare to find. 


The Parasa-stone can transform iron into gold by 
its mere touch, but the gold does not have the power 
to turn the iron into gold with its touch. But if a 
disciple comes across a genuine Guru, by the Guru’s 
grace, the disciple also becomes a Guru and an 
exalted soul— 

una Ñ asm aa Ñ, aga AÀ wr 
ae Ae Hat HY, ae wt aq FAM 

Such is the extraordinary nature of the grace of 
a Guru. This grace of a Guru is showered in four 
ways—by memory, by sight, by words and by a 
mere touch. The way a female tortoise lays her eggs 
inside the sand and stays under water itself, but by 
mere remembering the eggs, they ripen. Similarly 
by mere recalling nature of a Guru, the disciple 
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gains wisdom (enlightenment). This is known as 
Initiation by memory. The fish lays its eggs in water 
and keeps looking at them from time to time, so 
by mere seeing them, the eggs ripen. The same way 
by the sight of compassion, the Guru helps the 
disciple to attain wisdom. This is called—Initiation 
by sight. A Kurarī (sparrow) bird lays her eggs on 
earth, but keeps flying in the air with her particular 
noise and through that, the eggs ripen. So, the Guru 
with his profound words helps the disciple to gain 
knowledge. This is called—Initiation by words. The 
peahen sits on her eggs and as a result, the eggs 
ripen. In the same manner, by the mere touch of 
a Guru, the disciple attains salvation. This is known 
as—lInitiation by touch. 

By God’s grace, the human body is gifted but 
it is upto the human being whether to go to heaven 
or hell or to achieve salvation. But by the grace 
of a Guru or a Saint, a person does not go to 
heaven or hell but he attains salvation. A fraud 
Guru can’t do anything for the welfare of his 
disciples. Formal initiation does not enable a disciple 
to receive Guru’s grace. It is not, that after making 
a disciple only, the real Gurus or the saints shower 
their blessings. Their compassion is natural, self- 
evident. For e.g., if someone makes sun as his ideal 
deity, then the sun would spread its light, it is not 
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so. It is the nature of the sun to spread its light, 
whether people use it or not. Similarly a Saint’s 
and Guru’s compassion is self-evident and natural. 
The one who accepts it, is gained by it, and the 
one who has disinclination for it, loses it. If it is 
raining, and you put a utensil, it fills up with water, 
but if the utensil is kept upside down, it stays 
empty. So, the one, who is capable enough to feel 
the greatness and grace of a sage, gains— 


ars Yor sx aa, Hat a wat wr 

aa wt wa aa, Set yf tran 

The rainfall is the same everywhere, but it 
depends on the seed, what fruit it will produce. In 
this manner, the grace of God, the Gurus and Saints 
is uniform for everyone and it is upto the individuals 
the way they utilize it. 


The Significance of Guru’s 
Teachings 


When a person makes a Guru, it does not mean, 
that by doing that, he would achieve salvation. But, 
for being benefited and blessed, one should follow 
the teachings of the Guru, because factually Guru 
is an utterance, not the body— 


wl qd aor ee al, ee Ge wt UM! 

Aq Bent wae wl, Ga Gal HT AM 

A Guru is not the body and a body cannot be 
called a Guru—'a aefqgurgaa’ (Srimadbha. 11/17/27). 
Therefore a Guru is immortal. If the Guru dies, how 
would he lead the disciple to salvation? The body 
has been called mean— 


fofi wet Was mA aah ta tad sift ster GMAT 

(Manasa, Kis. 11.2) 

If someone regards someone’s body as Guru, 
then it is sinful and mean like Kalanemi. This is the 
reason why, it is a sin to regard a Guru as a body 
and a body as a Guru. This is evident in the 
character of Saint Ekanathaji. According to spiritual 
texts, first one goes for a pilgrimage, then he indulges 
in worships and thereafter is endowed with wisdom. 
But, it was just the other way round in the life of 
Ekanathaji. He was first enlightened, then he 
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worshipped and then was allowed to go on pilgrimage, 
by his Guru. During his pilgrimage, a Brāhmaņa 
from his village Paithana went to his Guru in 
Devagarha and said, “Maharaja, your disciple, 
Ekanatha’s grandparents are very old and keep on 
crying remembering him.” Guruji was surprised that, 
even after staying with him for so many years, 
Ekanatha never mentioned about his grandparents. 
Then he gave a letter to the Brahmana to give it 
to Ekanatha, when he would reach Paithana during 
his pilgrimage, as the Guru was confident that just 
because he had told Ekanatha, he would definitely 
come to Paithana. The Brahmana went away with 
the letter. When Ekanāthajī reached Paithana, he 
stayed outside the village and didn’t go to meet his 
grandparents. Seeing Ekanathaji, the Brahmana 
recognized him and took his grandfather to meet 
Ekanathaji. Incidentally they met him on the way. 
The grandfather spoke affectionately and handed 
over the Guru’s letter to him. Ekanathaj1 was 
overwhelmed. He spread a cloth on the floor, kept 
the letter on it, took a round around it, bent down 
in front of it with respect. Inside it was written, 
“Ekanatha, you, stay there only”. Ekanathaji sat there 
itself and didn’t go anywhere for the lifetime. His 
house was built up there. The Satsanga started. His 
grandparents started staying with him. Then he never 
went to meet even his Guru. Think about it, is Guru 
the body or an utterance? When his Guruji passed 
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away, he said, “If the Guru dies and the disciple 
laments, what knowledge did he gain?” It means, the 
Guru never dies, he is immortal and the disciple 
never cries and laments. 

The kind of devotion Ekanathaji had for his 
Guru, is very rare to see in any other saint. The 
commentary he wrote in Marathi, on the eleventh 
section of Srimad Bhagavata, in each chapter at the 
beginning there is a detailed praise for a Guru. 
Ekanathaji, the supreme devotee of his Guru, always 
gave more significance to his utterances, teachings 
than to the Guru. 

There are five things with the help of which we 
can be benefited from the Almighty—(1) The uttering 
of God’s name (7Ta-39), (2) Meditation (4), 
(3) Devotion (Service) (@a1), (4) Obedience (stam) 
and (5) Company (ae). But to gain something from 
the saints and sages, there are only three things 
necessary—Devotion (Service) (Aa), Obedience 
(sae) and Company (ac). That is why instead 
of uttering Guru’s name and meditating upon him, 
it is more important to obey his orders and follow 
his principles. To make one’s life according to 
Guru’s principle is the real devotion and real service 
to a Guru because for the saints and sages, principles 
are more loving (significant) than the body. For the 
sake of their principles, they give away their life, 
but do not give up those principles. 
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A Guru is the reality (truth) and not the body. 
That is why a true Guru teaches the disciple to 
worship God and not himself. They also don’t expect 
the disciples to obey their orders but to follow texts 
like Gita, Ramayana etc. The Gurus who get 
themselves clicked (photographed) and ask the 
disciples to wear their photos around their neck and 
to worship it, are frauds. It is contradictory—the 
Spiritual, pure soul of God on one side and the mortal 
materialistic impure body made of bones and flesh 
on the other side. It is a sin that people instead of 
worshipping God, worship the effigy (body) made 
of flesh and bone. For instance, the one who opposes 
the king and goes against him, is disloyal towards 
his kingdom, similarly a Guru, who gets his worship 
done is disloyal towards God. A gentleman asked 
Sethaji Jayadayala Goyandaka, the founder patron of 
Gita Press, that he wanted to have his photograph. 
Sethaji asked the man to tie his shoes on Sethaji’s 
head and then click a photo. He meant that getting 
his snap clicked was nothing less than to get hit by 
shoes. Once, Sethaji asked a saint, “You give your 
pictures in books, propagate your name, photo etc., 
does that do any good to you or to your disciples, 
or to the world?” The saint was too embarrassed to 
give any answer. 
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Who has the Right to be a Guru? 


A Guru’s importance is said to be even more 


than Almighty generally. But this grandeur belongs 
to that Guru, who leads his disciple to salvation. It 
is said in Srimad Bhagavata— 
Tet a Seat TO aT 
faar a a err 4 aT art! 
ad a aeaa ufag a eN- 


a orate MAAA 


(Srimadbha. 5/5/18) 


“The one who does not enable us to get rid of 
death, right in front of us, is not a real Guru, nor 
a real friend nor a real father nor a real mother, nor 
a real husband nor the favourite deity”. Therefore 
in saints’ utterances it is mentioned— 


ara ue ute fart Pree att ana are 


It means that one should not become a Guru, 
till he is capable to lead the disciple to salvation, 
because it is a deadly sin to be a Guru and not to 
lead the disciple to achieve enlightenment. 


eee foe ot Ae FT BIA WT alt ArH aE TEI 
(Manasa, Uttara. 99/4) 
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He goes to hell because a devotee could have 
gone somewhere else to attain salvation, but by being 
tied up with that Guru as a disciple, he was unable 
to do that. He was gifted with the human body to 
be enlightened, but the Guru obstructed his way. For 
instance, a dog enters a house and the head of the 
family shuts the gate. The dog does not get anything 
to eat in that house, and can’t go anywhere else also 
to get food. Similarly, the condition of a disciple is 
the same now-a-days. The Guru is unable to conduce 
the disciple to attain salvation and also doesn’t let 
him go anywhere else, and if he tries to do that, 
he and his disciples threaten him by saying how he 
can become someone else’s disciple. Sri Karapatriji 
Maharaja used to say that a Guru who makes 
disciples but is unable to lead them to salvation, such 
a Guru is born in the form of a dog and the disciple 
becomes a cattle-louse who sucks his blood, in the 
next birth. 

afacrass wart wrarera: uff ae 
aa mia wee fora ud qe fran 
(Kularnavatantra) 

‘The way a secretary’s (minister’s) fault affects 
the king, a husband get affected by his wife's 
shortcomings, similarly a disciple’s sin passes on to 
his Guru.’ 
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ada wed att ue mi credit 
an frente urd emda faama N 


(Gandharvatantra) 
‘The way a wife’s faults and vices are owned 
by her husband, likewise, a disciple’s collected sins 
are certainly acquired by the Guru.’ 

There is a true instance of a saint's earlier birth, 
he was the minister (secretary) of a king. He got free 
from worldly desires and became a recluse. Many 
sages came to stay with him. The king started 
pondering that he should make the secretary his Guru 
and worship God, so he went to him and became his 
disciple. When the Guru (the secretary) passed away, 
that king was given the seat of his Guru and he 
became a ‘Mahanta’ (the Chief Priest). After being 
throned as the Chief Priest himself, the king began 
to enjoy sensual pleasures, as that was his old habit. 
As aresult, after death he went to hell. His Guru went 
to heaven but when the king took a rebirth, the Guru 
also had to be born once again. So then, Guruji 
diverted him towards worship of God and made him 
his friend, not a disciple, and for his whole life, he 
didn’t make any other disciples. This incident proves 
that one should become a Guru only if he may enable 
his disciple to achieve salvation, otherwise, he would 
have to take a second birth along with the disciple 
in order to lead the disciple to salvation. 
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The modern Gurus do not lead their disciples 
towards God, instead divert them towards themselves. 
This is a very big offence. A human being wants 
to be absorbed in God, but if he is initiated as a 
disciple, he gets stuck with the Guru. Then, how 
could he reach God? So, the Guru becomes an 
obstruction in putting the disciple face to face with 
God. The genuine Guru is the one who supports the 
disciple to be in front of God, to have faith in God 
and to worship Him. For e.g., Hanumanji assisted 
Vibhisana to believe in Lord Rama rather than 
diverting him to himself. 


ag faves wy & tet i ade ear Aa ur vid 
weg mat Ham seit | aft aac aad fate gr 
Wa as wt m gant. ofe fea ate a fae aero 
sva HW amm aT aCe eT 
AA par aft wa we facta air 
(Manasa. Sundara. 7) 
In words of Sri Sarananandajt Maharaja— 
‘The teachers (preachers) who divert the people 
to have faith in themselves and to form a relationship 
with them, instead of making them believe in God 
and be in communion with God, commit a deadly 
sin’ (Prabodhint). 
Instead of having faith in a person, if one would 
devote himself with trust in God, he would gain 
more, achieve soon and that too in an extraordinary 
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a Guru who tries to win disciple’s 
expects him to serve him, asks 
meditate upon him, worship 


way. That is why, 
confidence in him, 
him to utter his name, 
him, gives his leftovers of food to him, gets his feet 
washed—takes the disciple towards downfall. So one 
should be cautious about such a Guru. 

We, being a part of God have an eternal and 
deep relationship with Him. This connection is 
self-evident and natural—not artificial, but the link 
with a Guru is not real but false. False (artificial) 
relationship does not lead to salvation but to bondage, 
because we continue to be tied up with the untrue 
relations of the world. Ponder over it, if someone 
ties himself with a Guru, is he elevated spiritually 
or has he realized the self or God or has he attained 
salvation? It is very nice if someone has been 
successful in fulfilling this endeavour, but somehow 
it is difficult for me to believe it. 

On one hand, a person makes a Guru and on 
the other hand, the people who don’t have a Guru 
but attend discourses in company of sages and 
saints—do you feel any difference between them? 
Think about it—is it more important to be a disciple 
of a Guru or to gain from spiritual teachings? If some 
people have a feeling that by making a Guru, the 
Guru will lead them to salvation, they become slack 
in their spiritual practice. The people who are having 
a Guru have more flaws such as attachment and 


we 
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aversion than the ones who are in the company of 
pious men. If a person has a good company, he 
would not fight or be violent with others, but the 
disciples of a particular Guru do so against the 
disciples of the other Gurus. They don’t attain 
salvation, it is nothing else but a self satisfaction that 
they own a Guru. This is the reason, that they don’t 
achieve salvation just by being devoted to a Guru. 


It is very risky to be a Guru and to make a Guru, 
it is not a fun. A man goes to a shop and asks the 
sales person to give him a particular cloth, is it fair 
that the shopkeeper takes the money from him and 
does not give him the cloth? If he didn’t want to 
give the cloth, why did he accept the money and 
if he took the money, why should he not give the 
cloth? Similarly, is it fair that you accept a disciple, 
take the offerings from him but do not lead him to 
salvation? If this is so, it is deceiving. Why does 
a man become a Guru and own a disciple, take 
offerings from him, get himself worshipped by him, 
if he is unable to lead the disciple to salvation? You 
don’t have the right to be a Guru, if you can’t get 
the disciple to achieve God and to liberate him from 
the worldly bondage. Let him go somewhere else 
to seek knowledge. Otherwise it is a big injustice, 
his human birth becomes meaningless. In this case, 
how would he attain salvation? That is why, as far 
as possible the disciple shouldn’t have any relationship 
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with a Guru. Even without forming this type of 
relationship, if you listen to saints and follow their 
teachings, you would gain but even if you don't 
follow their teachings, you would not Jose anything. 
Therefore, in absence of a Guru-disciple tradition, 
you can only gain and not lose. But, if one forms 
a relationship with a Guru and does not follow his 
teachings, he will suffer loss. The reason is that if 
the Guru is the genuine one, and we ignore him, 
this would be an offence to the Guru which even 
God would not forgive. 


(Gurugita) 


‘A Guru can save us from the destructive anger 
of Lord, Sankaraji, but if the Guru gets angry, even 
Sankaraji wouldn’t be able to help us. This is the 
reason, why with best of efforts and in all the ways, 
we should not ignore the orders of a Guru.’ 
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A True Guru is Rare 


Tat aga: afta fever feraroeret: | 
waa gett A freq 
(Gurugita) 
“There are many Gurus who snatch the wealth 
of a disciple, but a Guru who can relieve the disciple 
of the burning sensation of his heart is rare to find.” 


The Gita talks about the persons who remain 
engrossed in the welfare of all beings— adyafed «a:’ 
(5/25, 12/4). The true saints always look forward in 
the interest of all beings and do not attract them 
towards themselves. They neither make any disciples 
nor make their sects, nor accept any offerings. They 
always think for the well-being and salvation of 
others—and that too not only for their disciples but 
for all the living beings. Their prayer to God is that 
all beings should be happy, they should be free from 
diseases, there should be welfare of all and no one 
should ever suffer in the least— 


awa waqg giaa: wad wa Fae: 

ad ugifor aga ar RA g ATAA IN 

The reason being that they have themselves 
experienced and realized that there is so much 
suffering in the world and for an everlasting happiness, 
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it is essential to sacrifice the pleasures of the world. 
They want that everyone should be free from the 
worldly pains and experience the highest form of 
happiness till eternity. 

In today’s times, it is very rare to find genuine 
saints and sages. They were rare even in the past, 
but specially at present, they are even rarer to find. 
Today it is a profession to be a Guru. They initiate 
disciples to earn their own livelihood, to impose their 
own beliefs and systems, to encourage their praise 
and fame and to serve their own self-interest. The 
disciples have also developed the same feeling of 
self-interest now-a-days. 

Te cht fas cre, ait Ger aa 

ant gar ‘ara wa’, ao un awl aati 

It is the time for everything artificial—be it a 
Brahmana, or a Ksatriya, a Vaisya, a Sidra, Hermits, 
household persons, celibates, sages etc., all are fake. 
Even vegetables, flowers, spices, milk etc., are 
adulterated too. So even Gurus are frauds. 
freer dy w We la ae da Hes Te A 
fa ait aif cer cari. afer as tari at ferret u 

(Manasa, Uttara. 98/2, 4) 

It is not enough to be just a saint to attain 
salvation. I have seen this by being a saint myself. 
Therefore, for one’s welfare (salvation), one should 
not get bonded with any particular human being, not 
even to a Guru. 
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In reality bliss, liberation, divine wisdom and 
attainment of God are not dependent on a Guru. If 
without a Guru, there is no knowledge of the self, then 
how would have the first Guru in the world attained 
wisdom? Thus, it proves that a human being realizes 
eternal truth only by the grace of Almighty God. But, 
now-a-days, it has become a common belief that it is 
pre-requisite to become a disciple, to accept the principles 
of the Guru and then only the Guru would guide. In 
such a situation, the disciple suffers a lot because he 
does not get proper guidance and benefit, his internal 
ignorance does not vanish, and he becomes so helpless 
that he can’t go somewhere else for proper guidance. If 
somebody seeks my opinion, I would say, “Attend 
spiritual discourses, take as much advantage as possible, 
but do not have a Guru. From wherever, you gain 
something good, accept it and if there is no benefit in it, 
move on. You shouldn’t get stuck to a Guru.” 


(Gurugita) 


‘The way a greedy bee sucks the honey from 
flower to flower, similarly, a keen seeker of 
knowledge should go from one Guru to another.’ 


I wonder what be the state of a person after 
having a Guru. I have met people who made good 
Gurus from their view-point, but later, they lost their 
reverence for them. Therefore, a person who wants 
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to attain salvation, should not get attached to anyone. 


A person who himself is caught in the worldly affairs 
and is incapable of attaining salvation himself, how 
would he be able to lead the disciple to salvation? 


It is really difficult to find a genuine Guru 
now-a-days, the one with perfect knowledge of the 
self. So, how would he be able to impart it to his 
disciple? Such Gurus were rare earlier also as we 
are not satisfied by reading the books authored by 
them. The Gurus of a high stature are those who 
don’t insist on their own idealogies like duality or 
non-duality etc. That is why it is essential for a 
striver (devotee) to be completely dedicated to God, 
to be one with God as He is the One Who is perfect 
and not any particular person. If we move towards 
God, He would bless us with Yoga, Knowledge and 
Devotion.* 


arrearage mA ea (Gita 10/10-11) 
“I give divine wisdom (equanimity) to my those devotees 
who are constantly dedicated to Me with the help of which 
they attain Me.” 
“Such devotees, being part of My existence, receive My 
divine grace which destroys the darkness of ignorance with 
the help of light of Knowledge.” 
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A Human’s Inborn 
Guru—Discrimination 


It is a vital fact that the Almighty God gives the 
human body to realize God and along with it He 
also gifts us a Guru in the form of discrimination. 
God does not leave anything incomplete. The way 
an officer gets the facilities of a house, servant, car 
etc., similarly, God makes provisions for our salvation, 
along with the human body. He provides the 
discrimination to discriminate between the real and 
the unreal, desirable and undesirable, right and 
wrong. The one who respects his discrimination does 
not need any external Guru for his salvation and the 
one who disrespects it—even if he has a Guru, he 
is not capable to attain salvation. That is why it is 
not necessary to have a Guru. 

The more a being gives importance to his 
discrimination, puts it to use in his life, the more 
his discrimination is enhanced and finally the 
discrimination is transformed into self-realization. 
The respect towards one’s discrimination is achieved 
by attending religious discourses and not by making 
a Guru— 


‘faq adda fad a ety’ (Manasa, Bala. 3/4) 
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True saints and sages don’t make any disciples, 
still people achieve salvation by attending to their 
discourses and teachings. True knowledge flows 
from their natural behaviour and scriptures are made 
out of their utterances. Therefore, as far as possible, 
for our spiritual progress we should concentrate on 
the discourses and teachings of real saints and not 
get attached to a Guru. 

The MewaRa King’s uncle was Maharaja 
Caturasimhajil. He used to listen to religious 
discourses and whenever any good utterance was 
heard, he moved on to translate it into practice in 
his life. His decision was to follow it for his whole 
life. This way he became a true saint himself. He 
composed several volumes and was known as 
‘Valmiki’ of MewaRi dilect. Similarly you shall also 
become saintly if you start practising all the good 
that you get and hear. 
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Pre-Eminence of a Disciple for 
Attaining Salvation 


A Guru who is a (Mahanta) head of a particular 
sect and owns a lot of wealth; in such a case, the 
pre-eminence of a Guru is to be accepted, if one 
wants to gain that wealth from him. A disciple 
would get money only when the Guru accepts him 
as a disciple. Without the consent of the Guru, a 
disciple cannot acquire any wealth from him. 
Therefore, for obtaining wealth, the role of a Guru 
is prominent, but to gain knowledge and to attain 
salvation, the status of a disciple is of primary 
importance. If a disciple is not keen for his 
salvation, then a Guru can’t help him, but if a 
disciple is keenly interested in his salvation, then 


even without Guru’s assistance, he will attain 
salvation. 


Swami Ramanandaji refused to initiate Kabira as 
his disciple. So one day Kabira lay down on the 
stairs of Paificaganga. When Ramanandaji passed 
from there to take bath, he unknowingly stepped 
on Kabira. When he realized this, he uttered ‘Rāma- 
Rama’. Kabīra thereafter accepted this “Rama-Rama’ 
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as the secret message given by the Guru (Guru’s 


Mantra) for his spiritual guidance and started 
practising it. As a result, Kabira became a universal 


saint amongst all the other saints. In another incident, 


Dronacarya refused to accept Ekalavya as his 


disciple. So he made a statue of him and treated 
it as his Guru, started learning archery and as a 
result became even more perfect than Arjuna. 
Therefore, it is not essential that by being attached 
to a Guru only, you attain salvation. If that was 
the case, have all those persons who devoted 
themselves to a Guru, attained salvation? Have they 
attained God? The one by whose teachings and 
guidance, we attain salvation, is the true spiritual 
guide for us, whether we consider him a Guru or 
not or whether he treats us as his disciple or not, 
and even if the Guru is not aware of this. 
Dattatreyaji talked about his 24 Gurus but did 
anyone of them go to him to accept him as his 
disciple or to tell him that he was his Guru? A 
Guru should be such that he remains unaware that 


he has a disciple. 
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Attainment of God is not 
Dependent on Guru 


The realization of Supreme Soul, Whom we want 
to attain, is not confined to any particular place, not 
possessed by any particular person and if it is so, 
how would He benefit us? The Almighty is ever 
attained to all beings. The sages, who are knowers 
of the reality of Divine Soul, neither aspire to 
become Gurus nor they accept any gifts, instead they 
help the seekers openly. The ones who are not 
inclined to become Gurus are able to teach us the 
truth of the Soul better, and not the ones who accept 
to become Gurus. 


The people who buy and sell the name of God, 
bargain about it and who emphasize that the pre- 
requisite for them to help in showing the way to 
reach God, is to become their disciples—are not true 
Gurus. It is a principle that a thing that is bought 
for a particular price is of less value than the amount 
paid. If a watch is bought for Rs.100, the shopkeeper 
himself has not bought it for that much but for less 
than that. If by accepting a Guru, a thing is achieved, 
then it certainly cannot be equivalent to the Guru 
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and not of that 
God is 


42 
but something lower than the Guru, 
value. So how can God be attained by it? 
invaluable. Such a valuable possession can only be 
had without paying any value because an invaluable 
item cannot be bought at any price and on the other 
hand, if a price is paid for a thing, it is of less value 
than the price paid. Therefore, if someone wants you 
to be a disciple, disagree with folded hands and be 
sure he is not the Guru. He is a Kalanemi in 
disguise. Kalanemi devil personified as a Guru once 
told Hanumanji that he would impart him knowledge 


after initiating him— 
m uaa aft ange anagi fear es ram wife wag 
(Manasa, Lanka. 57/4) 

After realizing the truth, Hanumanji told him to 
accept his fees to be a Guru before utterance of 
his teaching of the secret message (Guru Mantra) 


and later on as a token of his fees, Hanuman caught 
hold of his body with his tail and knocked 


him down. 
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Our Own Yearnings Lead 
Us to Welfare 


Lord Krsna has specified in the Gita— 


ardana aapràa Rara: u 
(6/5) 
“Attain personal upliftment through your own 


self, not downfall, as we are our own friend and 
our own enemy as well.” 


It means that we are wholly responsible for our 
elevation as well as our downfall and not someone else. 
Since God has gifted us with this human body, He has 
also given us all the sources for our salvation. That is 
why we do not require anyone else for our salvation. 


Only one’s own inward surrender, dedication and 
obedience to Guru, saints and God ensure him the 
way to spiritual progress and fulfilment of his aim of 
salvation. In absence of that yearning in the disciple, 
how could even Guru help him? For e.g., even if you 
are provided with best of foodstuff, how would you 
enjoy it, if you are not hungry? Similarly, if one does 
not have the keen and sincere yearning, how would 
the discourses by Gurus and Sages help him? 


The guidance of a Guru, Saint and God is 
always available. There have been a number of 
famous saints, teachers, Gurus, incarnations of God, 
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but still we are not liberated. This proves that it is 
we who have failed to derive benefit from them. 
Therefore, we are responsible for our upliftment as 
well as our downfall, and if anyone considers other 
people to be the cause of his upliftment and downfall, 
he can never attain liberation (salvation). 


Truly speaking, human is the Guru (master) 
of himself— aem qada yeas fagrya:’ (Srimadbha. 
11/7/20). 

So, we should guide and preach to ourselves. 
Instead of finding faults with others we should look 
at ourselves to find out our shortcomings and make 
adequate efforts to free us from them. We are our 
Own master, our own leader and our own ruler. 
Meaning, we can transform our life by our own 
yearning, perseverance and endeavour and it is not 
done only by a Guru or God. If that was so, why 
are we still deprived of attaining salvation? The 
problem is that we are short of our efforts towards 
salvation while there is no dearth of Gurus, Saints, 
Sages and the Almighty. Spiritual enlightenment is not 
dependent on them but it totally depends on the seeker 
himself. When in absence of our own aspirations for 
our salvation, even the Supreme Lord cannot help us, 
then how can any human being lead us to salvation, 
if we don’t have a keen desire? Any number of Gurus 
we might approach, it wouldn’t help us. On the other 
hand, if we have a true yearning in our heart, we 
would find a Guru, a Sage, God, good spiritual books 
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and wisdom. How it would happen, we don’t know 
but leave it to God. When a fruit is ripe, the parrot 
itself flies to eat it. Similarly if we are pure and real 
seeker, a true Guru would approach us himself. The 
keenness of a disciple to get his Guru is relatively 
less intense than that of the Guru to have a true 
disciple. If we get a fraud Guru, God would free us 
from his clutches. It is a rule that when a person has 
the desire towards his spiritual progress, he does not 
get stuck-up anywhere. When a seeker finds the holy 
company of exalted souls, he holds on to it and he 
sticks to it. 

If you are determined to rise to attain salvation, 
then there is nobody who can stop you and if you are 
not keen for it, then even a good Guru or a Sage can’t 
help you in the attainment of salvation. If you are 
ready to attain self-realization, then not only the saints 
would encourage you but even the thieves, frauds, 
violent creatures like lion, snakes etc., and the whole 
world would help you to intensify your pursuit. I have 
experienced that if the person who is whole-heartedly 
devoted to God but is engulfed with hardships, these 
hardships also prove to be helpful in his spiritual 
progress. Not only this, even if a person who doesn't 
accept the existence of God, attains true wisdom if he 
develops true aspiration for salvation. 

A rich man keeps a servant for doing his chores 
as a Brahmana to do rituals, but if he is hungry or 
unwell, he himself has to do the required efforts to 
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eat food and take medicines for his good health— 
no one else can help him in that. If this is the case, 
then how would you uplift yourself towards spiritual 
transformation, if you don’t have the yearning to 
make true efforts yourself for your chosen ideal. If 
you truly dedicate yourself to God, then the sages 
and Gurus would help you, but you have to intensify 
your pursuit towards spiritual enrichment yourself. 
Therefore, it is a deceiving belief that a mere 
guidance from a Guru would lead us to salvation. 


A mother can be very caring and loving but if 
you are not hungry, how can she help you to eat 
food? Similarly, if you do not have the longing for 
salvation, how can God, in spite of being 
compassionate and forgiving help you in your 
endeavour? There is a case like this in the epic 
Mahabharata, when Draupadi remembered Lord 
Krsna during distress of pulling away her clothes by 
Kauravas, He appeared for her help in the form of 
clothes, but when Yudhisthira didn’t call out the 
Lord for help while he was losing in gambling, how 
could God reach him as his saviour? Yudhisthira 
faced afflictions and was tormented in the jungle for 
13 years. Kunti asked Krsna, “Don’t you have mercy 
on the Pandavas’? The Lord replied, ‘What can I 
do?’ Yudhisthira lost his kingdom, wealth etc., in 
gambling but never remembered Me to help him. 
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ä God is the Supreme Guru 


The Lord is master (the spiritual guide) of the 
entire world— 


‘STE Te a MAT (Manasa, Aranya. 4/9) 


He is not merely a Guru but he is master of 
all the Gurus— 


‘a ge: at pii: (Srimadbha. 8/24/48) 


war wag jeter’ (Gita 11/43) 
King Satyavrata submits to the Lord— 


Tarra await: pa- 
ma menase TE: | 
wanhep Ades nao 
get yet: cake EATA N 
: (Srimadbha. 8/24/50) 


(C3 


“Like a blind person accepting another blind 
person as his guide to show path, ignorant people 
accept other ignorant ones as their Guru. Oh Lord ! 
You are enlightened like the Sun and sole initiator 
of all human senses. We, the seekers of ultimate truth 
adore You alone as our Guru.” 


(a 
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Most prominent of all the devotees, Prahlada 
says— 
mea faster mA at ea ftera:! 
qaqa wae ad F St wre 
(Visnupurana 1/17/20) 


“Lord Visnu Who always stays in our heart is 
guide and teacher of the whole world. Dear father, 
who else can show the right path other than the Lord 
Himself? No one can.” 


Since God is Guru of the whole world and we 
are part of this world itself, how can we be devoid 
of a Guru? We are disciples of the real great Guru. 
The Gurus of the present times of Kaliyuga, are 
very dangerous, but we need not feel scared when 
the world’s Almighty is our Guru. There is no 
chance of any loss or failure but always a certainty 
of being gained. Therefore if we accept God as our 
Guru, study His utterances in Gita and reform our 
life accordingly, there is no doubt about our 
liberation. We may select any one—Krsna, Rama, 
Sankara, Hanuman, Gaņeśa or the Sun as our Guru. 


The king of elephants Gajendra says— 


(Srimadbha. 8/2/33) 
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“The Lord Who gives protection to the 
devotee, who seeks refuge in Him, from a highly 
poisonous fast running snake of time, and being 
scared of Whom even death is running, I take 
refuge in Him.” 

The essence of the Gajendra’s statement is, “Even 
without knowing the identity of the Lord, I take shelter 
in Almighty God.” In the same way if we surrender 
ourselves to God, either we shall get a right Guru or 
God himself shall become our Guru. 


We are fragments of God— Aan stacia’ 
(Gita 15/7). Therefore He is not only our Guru but 
He is father, mother and everything for us. Actually 
we are not to bind ourselves with a worldly Guru. 
We have to accept our affinity with God. Real Guru 
is one who leads us to such a bondage with God. 
We need not seek anybody’s advice for this purpose 
because all beings are naturally and permanently 
bound with God and no middleman is required for 
this. Why should we create the distance of a 
middleman between us and God when we are 
ourselves capable of having an intimate and direct 
relationship with Him. By doing so we shall attain 
salvation even without seeking— 


ata geil kaa um a_i aa Ge Fem sim agi 
wa wad ats ypa wag (3am gwa snag afters i 


(Manasa, Uttara. 119/2) 
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Therefore the Lord says in Gita— 


Tar wa nge Veet Ar ANH! 
(Gita 9/34, 18/65) 
“Fix thy mind on Me, be devoted to Me, worship 
Me, prostrate thyself before Me.” 
wadenfaRera ama wot atl 
(Gita 18/66) 
“Give up dependence on all duties and surrender 
completely to Me.” 


The Lord speaks of complete surrender to Him 
without becoming a Guru. 
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Generosity of God, the Preceptor 
of the World 


God possesses endless virtues. All that has 
been written in the scriptures and stated by sages 
about the unlimited virtues of God is not sufficient 
to describe the full dimensions of God’s virtues. 
Ardent devotee of the Lord, Goswami Tulasidasa 
also says— 

‘Wy A uag AT WA mg’ (Manasa, Bala.26/4) 


Some other saints have also stated that even 
God Himself is not fully aware of His infinite 
strength. Out of infinite virtues there are three main 
virtues of God. Omniscience, Omnipotence and all 
Compassionateness. It means that none else other 
than God possesses so much knowledge, strength 
and grace. In spite of this strong support of God, 
being at your disposal, if you fail to attain salvation 
and continue to suffer, how can an ordinary Guru 
lead you to salvation? Is a Guru more knowledgeable, 
powerful and generous than God? This is nothing 
more than an illusion and deception. So long a true 
yearning for salvation does not develop in yourself, 
even God cannot help you in attaining salvation, then 
how will a Guru (spiritual guide) lead you to the 
attainment of this goal? 
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The virtues that you see in Gurus and saints are 
not their own but they have been derived by them 
from God and have been assumed by you. For 
example sweetness found in any sweet dish is 
basically due to sugar in it, similarly any virtue or 
speciality that you see anywhere in this world springs 

out from God only. The Lord says in Gita— 


aafaa sagà Tı 


(10/41) 


“All the grand, delightful and powerful beings 
and objects that exist, are outcome of my excellence.” 


Even the evil beings like demons who oppose 
God, originally derive their strength from God alone. 
Hanumanji tells Ravana— 

we aq cada a fag are ait 

arg ga HW wr aft ef sig fea ai 

(Manasa, Sundara. 21) 

Then shall the devotee of God be deprived of 
His strength? Be face to face with God, you shall 
be freed from sins of millions of lives. 


aqa tg vita wife wadti sea alfe are arate wa N 
(Manasa, Sundara. 44/1) 

But if you do not do so, there is no way out 

to be free from sins. The Almighty bestows strength 
on everyone whether he is His enemy, beloved or 
indifferent. God’s creation, the earth accommodates 
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all alike whether noble or evil, believer or non- 
believer, sinner or pious. His creations—such as 
food fulfils everybody’s hunger, water satisfies 
everybody’s thirst and air helps everyone to remain 
alive. God’s grace is available in abundance for all 
beings even if some of them are most wicked and 
the vilest of sinners. We have to pay for electricity, 
water and living space but God has provided sun, 
moon, rivers and plenty of space just free of any 
charge. When his creations are so kind to human 
beings, you can imagine the infinite dimensions of 
his generosity for mankind. 


There is an interesting story. A person observed 
a day’s fast on the occasion of Ekadasi (eleventh 
day of either half of a lunar month). Next day he 
wanted to feed someone as per tradition, but due 
to heavy rains he could not find a suitable person. 
At last after a long search, he found an old monk. 
He invited the monk to his house for meals. He 
placed a plate full of food items before the monk 
who started eating it instantly. The person reminded 
the monk that he should have offered the food to 
God before eating himself. The monk abruptly said, 
“What is God? You are a fool, you do not 
understand all this.” On hearing this, that man 
removed the food plate and said, “When God is 
nothing, who are you to eat the food? We offer 
the food to you for the sake ot God only.” The 


54 Is Salvation Not Possible without a Guru? 


very moment a mystic voice was heard saying, 
“This monk has grown old while rebuking Me, but 
even then I have been providing him food all along. 
When you are refusing one day’s meal to him, how 
can you claim yourself to be My devotee? If I don’t 
arrange food for him, how long would he survive?” 
After hearing the divine command, the man felt 
very much ashamed and begged for monk’s pardon 
and thereafter gave him food with great respect. 


tat al ser wT Aref! 
faq war wt xa ae at we afte ais mi N 
(Vinaya Patrika) 

In spite of this divine presence of such a 

generous God, if we suffer and expect a Guru to 

give us happiness and salvation, it is a stupid and 

deceptive proposition. It is more than sufficient if we 

prepare ourselves to attain salvation. 


God is very compassionate. When He provides 
living to all of us, will He not help us to attain 
salvation? Therefore you should develop a sincere 
and strong desire for your salvation and pray to God, 
“Oh! my Lord! Let me be free from the worldly 
bondage and let me realize the ultimate truth. I don’t 
know about any real bliss, help me not to be 
involved with anything else but to attain the real 
bliss. Oh Lord! Guide me as to what I should do.” 
God always responds to truthful prayers— 


Generosity of God, the Preceptor of the World 55 


wat wea 8 weit, wa we gen ma ÈI 
T we ace wr N, ag vga He A oa Ti 


God, saints and sages are more concerned about 
our salvation than we are. A mother is always 
worried about her children more than the children 
themselves are, but those children never realize it. 
Similarly God and His devotees remain engrossed in 
our welfare without any selfishness. 


eq tea wT yn seer we wen Gam aqui 
(Manasa, Uttara. 47/3) 


The saints and sages are very eager to help and 
support those who move towards God with full 
sincerity. Saints’ hearts are always overflowing with 
compassion for the welfare of others. Who does not 
feel like giving food to a hungry child? 


If someone is very keen with all sincerity for his 
salvation, God definitely helps him. A Gum can 
never be such a well-wisher of ours as God is— 


sar wm m fa m ret 1 Te fag mg Bey Wy ATT 
Qe Ww AM wa & ae tet | care crit aes Va wet 


(Manasa, Kiskindha. 12/1) 


Questions and Answers 
about a Guru 


Question : How will salvation be attained without 
a Guru because it is mentioned in Ramacaritamanasa 
that no one can cross the worldly ocean without 


a Guru? 
cE faq va fafa we T arg’ (Manasa, Uttara. 93/3) 


Answer: It is also mentioned in the same 


Ramayana that— 

ae fire afar sien ar Char UH Ts UH TE See 

ees fra et ale a as at a Me ATH WE TE 
(Manasa, Uttara. 99/3-4) 


It means that salvation is not possible with the 
help of a fraud Guru. Only having a Guru is not 
sufficient. Salvation is only possible when you follow 
the path shown by a real saint and in that case he 
is your only Guru. Saint Dattatreya has mentioned 
about his twenty-four Gurus in Srimad Bhagavata. It 
clearly establishes that a person can attain salvation 
from teachings of any noble soul. Therefore having 
a Guru is not as important as following the noble 
teachings. When anybody’s teachings help us to 
attain salvation, he becomes our Guru even without 
declaring so. On the contrary if we have a Guru but 
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we do not follow his teachings, it amounts to be a 
sin and offence and it will not lead us to salvation. 


These days a large number of persons are 
initiated as disciples collectively. In such cases 
neither the Guru nor the disciples feel concerned 
about their salvation. The Guru is not worthy to lead 
the disciples to salvation and the disciples now are 
not allowed to go somewhere else. Hence it creates 


a hindrance in the upliftment and salvation of the 
disciples. 


Question : This is a common belief that a Guru- 
less person cannot attain salvation. Therefore is it not 
essential to have a Guru? 


Answer : How can a person who can 
differentiate between good and evil be called Guru- 
less? Everyone possesses the discretionary knowledge 
(discrimination) to judge good and bad. He also 
knows that one should always remember God and 
must not harm anybody. The source of all this 
knowledge is a Guru whether we accept him as a 
Guru or not. 


A person who has made a Guru but does not 
follow the teachings of his Guru is indeed Guruless 
and is held guilty for disobedience but how can a 
person who does not have any Guru become guilty? 


It is not necessary that one can attain salvation 
simply by having a Guru, but one can attain it by 
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one’s own yearning and strong desire, rather than 


by having a Guru. 

God is the Guru of the whole world—''$™i ae 
QEA’. You are also a part of this world, then how 
can you be Guruless? It is always beneficial to stay 
in company of noble saints and follow their teachings. 
Guru-disciple relationship or bondage is never 
required. Actually the God realized enlightened and 
devoted saints never like to have disciples. You shall 
be benefited by following their teachings even without 
accepting them as your Gurus. If you do not follow 
their teachings, it shall not amount to be a sin but 
if you have a Guru but do not follow his commands, 
it is a sin (guilt). 

Question : It is believed that when a Guru gives 
a secret teaching (Guru Mantra), it becomes more 
effective, is it true? 

Answer : Such a secret teaching or Guru Mantra 
shall be effective only when the Guru (teacher) 
himself is effective. One who does not possess any 
effective power, how can he impart effective strength 
through his secret teachings? Therefore it is said— 


aat sre aA A, sitar weit aa 
mwa a gè wm a, aa et faq wan 


It means that utterances of a realized saint are 
as powerful as the teeth of an elephant, which break 
open the doors of ignorance. An elephant can break 
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the doors of a fort with the help of his teeth but 
it is not possible to do so merely with the help of 
his teeth alone without the elephant. The reason 
being that the actual strength is confined in the 
elephant, not in his teeth. Similarly effective influence 
lies in the nobility of the saint and not in his hollow 
utterances alone. 


Now-a-days so many people are fond of becoming 
Gurus and propagating their sects, but none of them 
are bothered about the salvation of human beings. 
The size of such sects do expand but it does not 
help in attaining knowledge of the truth. You can 
attain the truth only when you practise the spiritual 
discipline according to your belief, faith, taste and 
ability. All types of worship and prayer are good, 
but the real ones are those which are spontaneous 
and natural while those which require special efforts 
are all artificial. 


These days the seekers and devotees are facing 
a big dilemma. The Guru has given a Krsna Mantra 
while the disciple’s inclination is towards a Rama 
Mantra, what to do? In this matter, my advice is that 
one, whose inclination, faith or devotion is towards 
Lord Rama, should worship and chant the name of 
Rama. If one is very particular about the teachings 
of the Guru, one can worship and chant that name 
by counting the beads of a rosary only once, in the 
remaining time he should chant the holy name of 
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his liking. Prayer and worship are effective only 
when these are in tune with the devotee’s nature and 
liking. The forcibly imposed acts of worship never 
produce any effective result. 

Your own dedication and faith woul 
Mantra or worship naturally more effective because 
the real strength always comes from God and not 
from an individual. The spiritual powers possessed 
by sages like Agastya and Visvamitra etc., were not 
given to them by their Gurus but were derived from 
God through their immense efforts and dedication. 
The strength of God is eternal, ever present and ever 
available for all. There is no question of any 
partiality, whosoever seeks it, gets it abundantly. 


Question : Is awakening of Kundalini possible 
without a Guru? 


d make the 


Answer: It is not possible to attain God or 
salvation by awakening of Kundalini. If you awaken 
a female snake, will you attain salvation? Somebody 
enquired about Swami Sarananandaji’s views about 
Kundalini. His simple reply was that, “We know that 
we have no relation with Kundalini. It hardly matters 
whether Kundalini sleeps or awakes, because it is 
a part of our body and not concerned with our true 
self. How will a striver transcend the body by the 
awakening of Kundalini?” Therefore it shall not lead 
you to liberation. Salvation is possible only when 
you are fully detached from your body. 
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Question : Some people get super natural 
experience from awakening of Kundalini with the 
help of some Gurus. What is this? 


Answer : Such miracles do happen but they do 
not help in attainment of eternal bliss or salvation, 
which is possible only, when you detach yourself 
from the inert matter viz., when you transcend the 
body and the world. 


Question : I have accepted a chain (rosary of 
beads) from a Guru but now I have no faith in him. 
Should I return the chain? 


Answer : I never ask you to return the chain 
(rosary). My advice is that you may count the beads 
of a rosary once of the sacred message (Guru 
Mantra) imparted to you by your Guru and the 
remaining time you should chant the holy name of 
your favourite deity, according to your liking, study 
the holy books and attend the divine discourses of 
exalted souls. 


Question : Though I accepted someone as my 
Guru but now I have lost faith in him. Would it 
be a sin if I give him up? 

Answer : When you have developed a strong 
disliking for the Guru, you made earlier and have lost 
faith in him, it means that you have left him. Better 
thing would be, neither to criticize him nor to have 
any bondage with him. There is no sin or offence 
in leaving a Guru who is greedy, has strong craving 
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for women, has no sense of distinction between good 
and bad and indulges in undesirable activities. 


The scriptures recommend leaving such a Guru:— 
Teaser AİR: | 
EROP IGEE EE] unem faeitad i 

(Mahabharata, Udyogaparva 178/48) 

“If a Guru, out of his false ego, forgets what to do 


and what not to do and proceeds on a wrong path, he 
should be given up, it is sanctioned by the scriptures.” 


amet weer faena faacan:| 
vatasnhd a mR arent aAa fee 
(Siddhasiddhantasangraha, Gurugita) 
“An ignorant, untruthful and confusing Guru 
should be got rid of, because the one who could 
not attain tranquillity and peace himself, how can he 
give peace to others?” 


uam panre at WA A RAATI 
Tiana at Ar otter 


(Skandapurana, M.K. 6/7, Matsyapurana 227/150) 


“Though a degraded Guru is to be renounced, 
a mother is never so. Giving birth to a child and 
then upbringing him make a mother much greater 


than Gurus.” 
Question : May a woman make a Guru? 


Answer : A woman should never have a Guru. If 


fa 


Questions and Answers about a Guru 63 


already made she should give him up. For a woman 
her husband is the only Guru. Scriptures say : 
menm ā at me TE: 
uR y: cio aeerseartat TE: N 
(Padmapurana, 51/51, Brahmapurāņa 80/47) 
Fire is regarded as Guru of the twice born, a 
Brahmin is the Guru of all the four castes (Varnas), 


while the husband is the only Guru for a woman 
and a guest is Guru for all of us. 


Aana fafa: io a afea: Aa: | 
dA À A yasina n 
(Manusmrti 2/67) 
For women obedience to the marital rites is the 
only vedic activity (sacred thread), service of the 
husband is the only period of study and household 
duties are her only religious sacrifice (Agnihotra). 


A woman should not develop any type of 
relationship with anybody other than her husband. 
It is my personal request to the ladies not to get 
involved with any Sādhu or monk. These days 
various types of frauds, deception and superficialities 
are being practised. I receive such letters and 
victimized women also come to me and explain their 
unfortunate experiences; from which I have formed 
a strong opinion that in the present days it is 
disastrous for a woman to make a Guru or to develop 
relationship with any person other than her husband. 
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A monk should also not initiate any woman as 
his disciple. At the time of initiation ceremony a 
Guru is required to touch the limbs just as the chest 
(breast) etc., of the new disciple, whereas it is strictly 
prohibited for an ascetic even to touch a woman. 
In Srimad Bhagavata it is prescribed—not to talk of 
a woman in flesh and blood, an ascetic should not 
even touch a woman’s figure (statue) made of wood 
and that too not only by hands but even by feet. 
Sait qai fet gA anaia 
(Śrīmadbhā. 11/8/13) 


The scriptures even go on to say: 
mat wera deat at a fafenreadt wad! 
CCUG LESE Ei] fagieafà Hate it 
(Manu. 2/215) 
“A man should not remain with his mother, sister 
and daughter in a lonely place because sensual 
temptations are very strong which even the learned 
persons cannot overcome or resist.” 
ay 7 ma KIGI 
Ut REER: | 
aaa uals 
aaa m fragme 


(Śrīmadbhā. 3/31/39) 


“A person, who wants to attain the supreme state 
of yoga or one who has realized the truth of the 
self and the non-self by rendering service to Me, 
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should never indulge with women because the 
women have been declared to be the open gateway 
to hell for such a person.” 


faaamu arama, aiy- 
Asa etganga gai ea are wat: | 
wea agi udaa yaa À maa- 
weantrsahoet afe Agea i 


(Bhartrhariśataka) 


“Even sages like Viśvāmitra and Parāśara etc., 
who led a life of extreme austerity merely by breathing 
air or drinking water and eating dry leaves could not 
resist their lust for beautiful faced women and were 
deluded. It shall be a great wonder and rather an 
impossibility if people surrounded by all types of 
foods and luxuries can control their sensual cravings.” 


Under such a situation those people who initiate 
young women as their disciples and keep them in 
their Asramas (hermitages) can attain liberation in 
their life time, it is unbelievable rather impossible. 
How can such persons help you? It would be a pure 
and simple breach of trust. 


Question : It is sometimes said that a realized 
exalted soul is not adversely affected even if he 
indulges in worldly pleasures. Is it correct? 


Answer : It is just impossible. Total liberation 
and indulgence in worldly pleasure can never go 
together. Craving for pleasures vanishes even during 
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the period while the aspirant practises spiritual 
discipline. The question of such pleasures does not 
arise at all for a realized soul. Such nonsense 
utterances are made and spread by selfish unscrupulous 
elements for their selfish end. It is said in Ramayana : 
Remu od w Wid at me da Hes Ge AGI 
Prre sit spf ue cari 1 afeapr aig tart at ferrin 

(Manasa, Uttara. 98/2, 4) 


wu fra cue wae ame ee waa wer 
Ww sweat wart acti ca À afta afm ati 


(Manasa, Uttara. 100/1) 
ECAEGE GEES] adsrv afte 
mi magni wa at Vetsofa vari 
“Even after attaining the Supreme Knowledge of 
real self, if a person remains engaged in irresponsible 
conduct such as impure food (meat, and wine etc.,) 
then what is the difference between that so-called 
realized soul and a dog?” 


aq wR apa aa: aaa ÀJI 

af ad maa fasai sraa aft: u 
(Skandapurana, Kasi., Pū. 40/107) 

“One who indulges in sex with a woman even 


after renouncing the world, such a Sannyasi has to 
spend sixty thousand years as an insect in excrement”. 


Desires are real cause of worldly pleasures and 
a person attains liberation (salvation) only after 
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getting rid of such desires fully. Worldly desires 
disappear even of a striver when he starts spiritual 
Practice. If at all it is mentioned somewhere in a 
volume that a liberated soul is not even spoilt by 
indulging in material pleasures, it is there to show 
the dimensions of his greatness and glory. It is not 
a rule. For example, it is mentioned in Gita that a 
liberated soul who has diluted his ego and whose 
intellect is not tainted, is never regarded guilty of 
killing even if he does so nor he is bound. It does 
not mean that he actually kills anybody. 


Question: A Guru can perform a powerful 
mystic infusion of strength in the disciple, so is it 
not necessary to have a Guru? 


Answer : Performing mystic infusion of strength 
is not a fun. In present times such miracles are 
neither seen nor heard of. A person tried to persuade 
a Saint to conduct infusion of strength on him. The 
saint explained to him, “It is not an ordinary act. 
Possibly you will not even tolerate it and if it is done, 
you may even die.” When the disciple insisted again, 
the saint made a mild infusion which horrified the 
disciple. He started crying, “Everything that was 
mine is finished, please save me.” Such miracles are 
very rare to perform and still rarer to withstand. 

Question: Some people claim that there is 
nothing wrong in making such people disciples who 
otherwise would be converted to Islam or Christianity? 
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Answer: This is a totally wrong statement. 
Those who wish to become Muslims or Christians 
shall never come to a Guru. Alternatively if somebody 
becomes a Muslim or Christian on Guru’s refusal to 
initiate him, the Guru will not be held guilty. But 
if the Guru initiates a disciple and does not allow 
him to go anywhere else for attaining salvation and 
he himself is not worthy to lead the disciple to 
salvation, he will certainly be held guilty. Such a 
Guru is certainly not a Guru. By becoming a disciple 
a person is restrained from taking refuge in God; 
instead, he takes refuge in the Guru, he is forced 
to bind himself with the Guru instead of God, it is 
a great sin and injustice. 


Question : It is a common saying that one should 
drink water after proper filtering and accept Guru 
after fully knowing him. How to know and test a 
Guru? 


Answer : You are ‘not capable of testing a Guru. 
If you can test a Guru, it means that you have 
become superior to him. How can a junior (inferior) 
can test a senior (superior) one? An examiner is 
always senior. Under such a situation instead of 
making a Guru, study the sacred texts and have 
association with saints who intensify your desire to 
attain God, who dissuade you from evils and encourage 
towards virtues, who always remind you of God and 
enhance your faith and reverence for the Almighty 


e 


Hig 


Questions and Answers about a Guru 69 


and finally all your doubts get disappeared and 
moreover never expect any reward in return from 
you. Get benefit from their pious company without 
establishing a Guru-disciple relationship. If you find 
anything wrong in their company, move on to a 
better company. 


As a matter of fact a Guru is never tested rather 
you yourself are put to a test. There is an interesting 
story about it. 


There was a young ruler. He called a meeting 
of elderly respectable and knowledgeable persons of 
his kingdom and invited their comments about the 
rule of his grandfather, father and that of himself. 
He said to them, “You people have witnessed 
conditions of all the three periods of our rule. Which 
period do you regard to be the best?” An old man 
stood up and very humbly said, “We, being your 
subjects, have no right to give any judgement about 
you people. However I can say something about 
myself.” The ruler asked him to come forward and 
say whatever he felt like about himself. 


He started saying that during the regime of his 
grandfather, he was a strong man. One day when 
he was passing through a jungle, he heard the scream 
of a woman. It was night time. After sometime he 
could locate a young lady with bridal dress and 
jewellery, sitting hidden in a corner. She told him 
that while she was going from her parent’s house 
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to her inlaw’s house with her relatives, some dacoits 
started fighting with them and she ran away from 
there and took shelter in that corner. She also 
disclosed the name of the village of her father-in- 
law and also the name of her father-in-law whom 
he knew. He took the lady with him like a daughter 
and handed over her to her inlaws. Those people 
wanted to offer him some money for doing that 
virtuous deed for them but he refused saying that 
it was his human duty. 

Then he said, “After sometime, it was the regime 
of your father, I suffered heavy losses in business 
and I was very tight of funds. At that time I thought 
I had made a mistake. I should have either taken 
that lady’s jewellery by force or at least accepted 
money offered by her father-in-law. That would have 
helped me now in my crisis.” Though I feel quite 
hesitant to tell you because you are like my grandson, 
today I have started feeling that I should have 
brought that woman to my house and made her my 
wife. She herself and her wealth both would have 
given me ample support. Now I have narrated my 
experience. How can I dare to say how good your 
regime is? The ruler could clearly understand what 
the old intelligent man had said. It is very clearly 
indicated that subjects are always shaped by their 
rulers. 


The essence of this story is that we are not 
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capable of testing a Guru but at the same time we 
can test ourselves as how intensely we have been 
influenced and transformed by him. How it has 
affected our actions and thoughts. To what extent 
it has diminished our evil tendencies such as 
attachment and aversion, lust and wrath etc. 


Question : The history narrates a number of 
examples which prove essentiality of having a Guru. 
What is your opinion? 


Answer : History is never the concrete proof of 
truth. It is never solid (firm) but always hollow 
(loose-ended) because it can never be fully known 
as to under what situation a person did something 
and in what context. Therefore, lessons can be taken 
from the history about good guidance. However, 
truth may be known through scriptures only, what 
has been sanctioned and what has been forbidden. 
Sanction is more powerful than history and prohibition 
is stronger than sanction. 


Most of the beliefs and greatness about Gurus 
have been propagated by those who are fond of 
becoming Gurus. Therefore, one should remain 
cautious in the present times of Kali age specially. 


For Sannyasi Strivers (Devotees) 
and Devotional Singers 


Humble Submission 


(This article was first published in the ninth year 
of Kalyana during the year 1934) 

By the grace and permission of the Almighty 
Lord and His devotees, I am trying to express my 
feelings, which are dear to me, on the conduct and 
devotional singing (loud chanting). Though I do not 
regard myself competent and authorized to write and 
deliver sermons and directions, nor am I myself able 
to follow the same conduct fully yet I am trying to 
discuss some noble thoughts learnt from saints and 
scriptures which are loving to me. Therefore I am 
trying to pass some time on such discussion by 
regarding it as a matter of good fortune for me. I 
hope, my fellow seekers shall also express their 
thoughts from time to time, because by this I shall 
get an opportunity to read their views and those 
fellows shall also be able to spend some time in 
spiritual discussions. If some learned thinkers find 
some faults in the thoughts expressed by me, which 
I have learnt from the utterings of saints and 
scriptures, I hope they shall pardon me, by treating 
me as their own ignorant child. 
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The seekers should always try to keep themselves 
away from pleasures, sorrows, passion and anger etc. 
At least they should not be overpowered by these 
evils. Out of them, seekers like me should feel scared 
of the evils of attachment and aversion to wealth and 
women in the same way as generally people are 
afraid of ghosts, evil spirits, snakes and wild animals 
etc. It is to be fully understood that the fall of a 


Sannyasi devotee is inevitable, if he is attached to 
women and wealth. 


It should never be presumed that attachment- 
aversion, passion and fear etc., are Dharmas (a part 
of nature) of the inner sense. These are not Dharmas 
(virtues) but evils. One who regards them as Dharmas 
(nature of the inner sense) continues to treat them 
inevitable till the end of life because the inner sense 
remains intact. Consequently in spite of treating 
himself wise, he accepts that likings-dislikings, passion 
and anger etc., shall continue to exist as long as the 
inner sense exists, and he is not at all related to them. 
Actually this thinking is an illusion. One who thinks 
so and does not try to overcome attachment-aversion 
(likings-disliking), passion and anger etc., he is not 
even a real seeker, not to talk of being wise. 


It is to be firmly understood that evils like 


passion and anger never remain with a truly realised 
person. A person may be a good orator who can 
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describe the Supreme in beautiful words based on 
the citations of scriptures and also who can write 
logical articles on the real knowledge but it is not 
necessary that he is a genuine knower of the truth. 
All these qualities may be acquired by reading 
scriptures. The role of Sukadeva may be played by 
anyone in a drama. The wise is the one who has 
fully crossed the ocean of ignorance. Liking, disliking, 
passion and anger are parts of ignorance alone, these 
cannot exist with the real knowledge. 


Those people who start accepting themselves 
Self-realized on the basis of their bookish knowledge 
and give up their spiritual pursuit by treating 
themselves free from all prescription and prohibition 
even before attaining the highest spiritual godly 
state, they generally face a downfall. Because till 
ignorance exists, attachment to sensory pleasures 
remains intact and this attachment is the root cause 
of all sins. And what to talk of that situation when 
passion and anger are accepted as inevitable nature 
of the inner sense. Therefore seekers like me should 
always be very careful in keeping themselves away 
from such evils as attachment-aversion, passion, 
anger and greed etc. Particularly after accepting total 
renunciation, the seekers should neither establish any 
contact with women and wealth nor keep company 
with them. The realized souls are totally free from 
all such evils. 
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It should be kept in mind that instead of being 
a hypocritical realized soul, it is better to remain 
ignorant because in that case one is afraid of sins 
at least. A fraudulent (hypocritical) person goes on 
committing sins purposely to protect his false image. 
Therefore do not think of fraud even in your dreams, 
instead become a true Sannyasi. 


maage ait Aa «oo tether: | 
wet aim ara) AA faga: 
(Tattvopadeśa 86) 
According to the above uttering of the teacher 
of ethics one should always follow the directions of 
the scriptures. A Sannyāsī viz., the man of the 
renounced order should follow some rules—such as 
not to keep company of the householders, not to see 
even the picture of a woman, not to touch money, 
not to establish relationship with anybody, not to be 
possessive about anything, not to accept any type of 
honour or admiration. He should always protect his 
dispassion very carefully and keep his senses in full 
control. He should not collect worldly objects, not 
develop any sect or not to make a house and not 
speak unnecessarily. He should observe celibacy, 
keep away from passion, anger and greed etc., and 
should be free from attachment and aversion. A 
Sannyāsī should always devote himself in spiritual 
practice and remembrance of God. 


76 Is Salvation Not Possible without a Guru? 


w the fundamental 
fall, therefore he 
y of life. Even 
ption and 
deeds so 


A Sannyasi who does not follo 
discipline of Sannyāsa faces a down 
should strictly follow his Sannyasi wa 
the great souls who have risen above prescri 
prohibition always perform virtuous noble 
that other seekers may follow them. 

If you intend to become a devotee, take God’s 
shelter and constantly remember Him. Do not allow 
cravings for wealth, respect and admiration to enter 
into the mind. One should not care whether he is 
regarded as a devotee or not by the people. He 
should continue to remember and sing the name and 
glories of God with devotion. As far as possible, 
one’s devotion should not be revealed to others, 
without giving opportunity to anyone to honour or 
worship him. Always protect yourself from honour 
and praise. Company of women or those who are 
indulged with women should always be avoided. 
Never allow your mind to develop lust for wealth 
and reputation. 


Do devotional singing wholeheartedly but only 
to please God and not for entertainment of people, 
because then it becomes extrovert. The devotional 
singer should always keep a strong feeling in his 
mind that his God is present here and he is singing 
His name and glories before Him and for His 
pleasure. Get fully engrossed in singing God’s name 
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while remembering Him and His virtues (glories) and 
meditating on Him. One should go on practising to 
develop such emotions. Never think whether others 
have been pleased and attracted by your devotional 
singing or not. Have reverence and love for God’s 
name and sing His name merged with extreme 
reverence and love. In such situation God’s single 
name uttered by you can create wonders. God’s 
name uttered once by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu used 
to have overwhelming effect on the listeners because 
his singings were overflowed with the intensity of 
his love for God. 


Remember one more thing. Devotional singers 
should follow righteous conduct and possess divine 
qualities. One who sings and dances in the name 
of God but whose conduct is not pure, cannot leave 
a good impression on the people. People make such 
persons as their ideal without knowing the reality of 
their actual conduct and this gives an opportunity to 
others to make false allegations against devotional 
singing, its singers and even against their object of 
singing, God Himself. Therefore it is our responsibility 
that due to our conduct, the image of divine singing 
and our God (Deity) is not tarnished. As a matter 
of fact, divine singing and God can never be 
tarnished but why should any suspicion creep up in 
their mind on account of our conduct? 


t a Guru? 
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If conduct is not pure, one should practise 
e should beg and 


onduct. But 
or give any 


devotional singing in loneliness. On 
cry before God for purification of one’s C 
be aware, never try to hide ill conduct n 
support to ill conduct under any circumstances. 
Duties related to your social order and stage of 
life should never be ignored on the pretext of 
devotional singing. It should be done while following 
one’s own duties. Knowledge, dispassion, righteous 
conduct, Varnaérama (social order, stage of life). 
Sarhdhya-Prayer and Gayatri-Mantra should never be 
criticized, while praising the loud chanting of the 
Lord’s holy name, rather they should be followed 
properly according to the ordinance of the scriptures. 


In the name of spiritual singing one should not 
indulge in partiality or develop feeling of a high and 
a low standard in different names of God and 
encourage groupism. Divine names of God should be 
chanted and sung with simple, pure, genuine, selfless 
and exclusive feeling of love and others should also 
be inspired to do so. But as far as possible refrain 
from becoming a preacher, a leader or a teacher. 
Protect yourself from being honoured, admired or 
worshipped. One should always resist temptations for 
wealth and women. 


At the time of devotional singing, names of God 
should be chanted with full force of voice. One 
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should not remain silent out of pride of knowledge, 
learning, status or riches. If it is a standing Kirtana 
(loud chanting of the Lord’s holy name), one should 
not hesitate to stand up. None of our conduct should 
result in disrespect for the devotional singing of 
God’s names. However dancing should come only 
when one is overwhelmed with loveful emotions and 
not just for show. Dancing as an art is altogether 
different from devotional dancing in God’s name. 


Always remember that devotional singing with 
chanting of God’s name is a highly respectable and 
adored way of life. It should be done with deepest 
of feelings and highest of conduct. Devotional chanting 
of God’s names and its sound shall lead beings to 
sudden Self-realization of all around as far as the 
sound reaches. 


—Swami Ramsukhdas 


